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MINUTES OF THE CITY OF DRIGGS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

AUGUST 18, 2009

Pursuant to adjournment of the special City Council meeting held August 18, 2009, and
the call of the Mayor, the Driggs City Council met in regular session Tuesday August
18, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.  A roll call was taken and present were council members: George
Mosher, Dan Powers, Greer Jones and Colin Dye, Mayor Louis Christensen, Planning
and Zoning Administrator Doug Self, Public Works Director Jared Gunderson, Financial
Officer Amy Smith and City Attorney Stephen Zollinger. Mayor Christensen led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES TO REVIEW
Council Members reviewed the minutes.  

Council Member Mosher made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2009
City Council Meeting.  Council Member Dye seconded the motion.  The motion carried
unanimously.

CLAIMS REVIEW
Council members reviewed the claims.  

Council Member Powers made a motion to approve the claims as presented dated
August 5, 2009 through August 18, 2009.  Council Member Mosher seconded the
motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

FINANCIAL REPORT – PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2010 APPROPRIATIONS ORIDANCE
Mayor Louis Christensen asked Tony Liford, Sheriff for Teton County, to discuss with
the Council the services that would be received and how it would be tracked.  Sheriff
Liford stated that tracking could be done through a computer system and could be
reported to the City on a quarterly or monthly basis.  There would be a dedicated Deputy
to the City of Driggs who would be on patrol.  The proposed contract would be separate
from the School District, which would have their own SRO Officer.

Sheriff Liford stated that Idaho Transportation Department reported that speeds where up
to approximately 35-37 MPH.  The complaints he has received regarding speeding was
everywhere except Main Street.  Shifts now are 12-hour days and double coverage in the
evenings due to increased domestic and DWI reports.  

Council Member Powers questioned if bike patrol could be considered.  Due to the size
of the Sheriff’s department that was not an option.

Council Member Jones asked Sheriff Liford if he was interested in the patrol car the City
had.  Sheriff Liford stated that he was unaware of what was happening with that vehicle
and had decided to go to a municipal lease to renew and expand his fleet.  These vehicles



2

include equipment and the financing is competitive and reasonable.  He was unsure if the
City’s car was “enforcement worthy.”

Sheriff Liford stated it was approximately $75,000 annually to pay for a Deputy.  He felt
$60,000 was comparable to other cities of similar size.  He questioned what ordinances
the City wanted to be enforced.  Mr. Zollinger stated that the City did not expect the
Sheriff’s office to enforce planning and zoning issue,s but to deliver citations when
needed.

Stop signs, yield signs and pedestrian crossings were discussed.  Sheriff Liford stated he
would like to see a “seasonal speed limit sign” for the crosswalk at Creekside Meadows.
Mr. Zollinger suggested Sheriff Liford write a letter that the City could present to ITD.

Council Member Mosher questioned if animal control was a big issue for the department.
Sheriff Liford responded stating that as long as the Animal Shelter remained open, the
department could bring animals in.

Yuki Kobayashi from the Airport Board presented the Airport Board budget.  He stated
that the revenue received was generated from the City leased land, rental cars, fuel,
commercial property fees, the FBO lease and the Through the Fence leases.  He was
unsure if the level of revenue generated from the Through the Fence leases would remain
as high after the enforcement of the Corrective Action Plan took place.  Mr. Kobayashi
explained that each hanger was charged .225 cents per square foot of hanger floor space.
Council Member Dye questioned how frontage fees were established.  Mr. Kobayashi
was unsure, but stated that frontage fees used in the past did not work as well.

Mr. Kobayashi stated that the general expense for the airport is to maintain and purchase
equipment.  He stated the airport was “lacking a good snow plow.” He stated that a new
snowplow should be purchased in the near future, after funds are obtained.  Council
Member Mosher suggested a new snowplow be added as a line item for their budget.  

Mr. Kobayashi explained the funds needed for the runway, stating the Airport Board
would pay 5% of the cost, getting reimbursed 2 ½ % from the State.  

Amy Smith spoke regarding the City’s budget.  She stated minimal changes were made.
Council Member Jones questioned if a cost of living increase was in the budget.  Amy
responded stating there was a cost of living increase for employees and also stated the
extra revenue from the Airport Board would help other funds although “it won’t make a
huge difference.”  

Council Member Jones questioned if money was allocated for the Teton Human Society
and/or the Food Bank.  Mr. Zollinger stated it was best not to allocate specifically for
those agencies but add it as contingency money.  

Mayor Louis Christensen opened the Public Hearing at 8:32pm.  There was no public
comment and the hearing was closed.
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Council Member Mosher made a motion to waive the rules and read by Title only for
Appropriation Ordinance 306-09.  Council Member Jones seconded the motion.
Schuehler took a Roll Call vote; Council Member Powers, aye; Council Member Jones,
aye; Council Member Mosher, aye; Council Member Dye, aye.  

Council Member Mosher made a motion to approve Ordinance 306-09.  Council
Member Jones seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Huntsman Springs Park Lot Transfer
Doug Self stated that Huntsman Springs would like the City to purchase, with donated
money, two more parks in the subdivision.  At this time the City owns Phase I parks and
this offer would include a Pathway Park and a Basketball Park.

Council Member Mosher made a motion to approve the next phase offered by
Huntsman Springs for the additional section on similar conditions as the previous
agreement in acquiring park areas.  Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  Mr.
Zollinger reminded the Council that the City would take the responsibility of the parks
but Huntsman Springs would maintain them.  The motion passed with all in favor.  

Heron’s Edge
Doug Self reminded the Council that Heron’s Edge was approved with the condition that
bonding was provided for improvements.  At this time, the developer was unable to
secure the bonds to finish the improvements and was requesting the Council waive the
requirement to bond prior to recording the plat.  

Mr. Self explained the changes to the Development Agreement, which included changes
to sections 7, 9 and 13.  Mr. Zollinger explained that most lending companies wouldn’t
lend money for bonds without recorded documents.

Council Member Powers stated he “would feel better if the grade of the berms was done
like you said it would be.”  Mr. Zollinger explained that the Developer has the big risk
because the improvements had to be completed within a year.  

Council Member Mosher made a motion to approve the amended Development
Agreement for Heron’s Edge PUD with the conditions that grading was completed within
2 months and bonding be finished within one year of recording.  Council Member Jones
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all in favor.  

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Jared Gunderson stated that the Public Works employees would be working on replacing
and making signs visible.  Parts for the water leak on Main Street had been ordered and
once they arrive the water would have to be shut off at the Courthouse.   
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Council Member Jones referred to a letter received by Ralph Mossman regarding the
streetlights.  Mr. Gunderson stated that he did not want to turn streetlights off as school
was beginning and school events would be taking place in the evenings.  Doug Self stated
that the lighting consultant suggested decreasing the watts from 150 watts to 75 watts.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Council Member Mosher made a motion to go into executive session at 9:10pm
pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345(f).  Council Member Dye seconded the motion.
Schuehler took a roll-call vote: Dan Powers, aye; Greer Jones, aye; George Mosher, aye;
Colin Dye, aye.  The motion carried unanimously.

The Council came out of executive session at 9:19pm.

MAYORS REPORT
Mayor Christensen reported on several meeting dates with Idaho Transportation
Department and Scott Rogers. 

Council Member Powers reported on the information received from Fall River regarding
the energy efficiency of the Community Center.  He stated it appeared the heating
controls were not effective, as temperatures in the building did not decrease after hours or
during the weekends.  Discussion of the snowmelt device on the roof began.  Mayor
Christensen stated he would speak to the control engineer regarding the roof-heating
element.  

Block Grant contract and Authorization
Mayor explained that a contract had been developed with Nelson Engineering and that
there was no money coming of the City’s funds for the grant for the downtown
revitalization project.  

Council Member Mosher made a motion to go ahead with the proposal for the contract
for the grant administrator for ICBG funds with the Mayor as the City’s Administrator to
handle these funds.  Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  The motion passed
with all in favor.

Teton Arts Council
Teton Arts Council would like a beer and wine license for their Breast Cancer
Fundraiser.

Council Member Mosher made a motion to approve a one-day Beer and Wine License
for Teton Arts Council.  Council Member Dye seconded the motion.  The motion passed
unanimously with all in favor except for Council Member Jones.

ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Powers made a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Mosher
seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all in favor and the meeting was adjourned
at 9:37pm. 
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ATTEST:

__________________________________ ______________________________
Sonya Adams, City Clerk Louis B. Christensen, Mayor


