
 1 

 MINUTES OF THE CITY OF DRIGGS 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 3, 2015 

 

Pursuant to adjournment of the City Council meeting held January 20, 2015, and the call 

of the Mayor, the Driggs City Council met Tuesday, February 3, 2015, at 7:30 p.m.  A 

roll call was taken and present were Council Members: Greer Jones, Ralph Mossman, 

August Christensen and Wade Kaufman; Mayor Hyrum Johnson, Community 

Development Director Doug Self, Planning and Zoning Administrator Ashley Koehler, 

Financial Officer Carol Lenz, City Attorney Stephen Zollinger, Building and Grants 

Technician Annie Decker and City Clerk Kreslyn Schuehler.  Council Member Jones led 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the minutes from the City Council 

Meeting on January 6, 2015.  Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.   

 

Council Member Christensen voiced her concerns regarding the wording for the motion 

on page 5 in the minutes from January 6, 2015.   

 

A vote was called and the above motion passed with all in favor. 

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the minutes from the City 

Council Meeting on January 20, 2015 as corrected.  Council Member Christensen 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

CLAIMS 

The Council reviewed the claims.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the claims as presented from 

January 21, 2015 through February 3, 2015.  Council Member Kaufman seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

2014 FINANCIAL AUDIT: RUDD & CO. 

Carol Lenz requested this item be tabled until the following meeting so the DURA 

(Driggs Urban Renewal Agency) audit could be included.   

 

7:30PM PUBLIC HEARING: ORDINANCE #352-15 ZONING ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENTS, ZONING MAP AMENDMENTS IN REGARDS TO THE 

HUNTSMAN SPRINGS PUD 

Ashley Koehler presented the Council with a background of the application and the 

previous motion from the January 6, 2015 meeting, stating all changes were 

acknowledged in the public notice. 

 

Ms. Koehler stated the zoning ordinance was divided into three parts; the residential 

section which seemed to be without concern, the commercial section which addressed 



 2 

employee housing, and the lodge zone which would discuss the commercial square 

footage allowed in the plaza.   

 

Ms. Koehler felt employee housing should be addressed on a larger scale and throughout 

the city and felt there were other areas within the ordinance that would address these 

concerns. 

 

Ms. Koehler reviewed the conditions set on the lodge zone, which included commercial 

square footage being tied to the number of lodging units, business registrations within the 

commercial plaza would not be issued unless the hotel was operational, and hotel 

operations and occupancy rates must be achieved prior to additional commercial space 

being granted above 6,000 square feet.  Ms. Koehler also stated the Council could ask 

that city wide sales increase by 10% prior to additional commercial space being granted.  

However, she did not recommend that option and was unsure it was the best solution. 

 

She concluded by stating public comments were received after the deadline and provided 

those comments to the Council. 

 

Council Member Mossman questioned the process of business registrations and was 

concerned if retail operations could complete the year if the hotel closed.  Discussion of 

continuous operations began and it was determined the hotel could not be opened 

seasonally.  If it were to close, the retail businesses could complete the calendar year until 

the business registration expired but would not be granted registration for the next year. 

 

Mayor Johnson opened the Public Hearing at 8:25pm. 

 

Cory Hoffpauir, from Panorama International, spoke in favor of the application.  He 

stated he was in agreement with the staff suggestions.  However, he would like to ensure 

the 60% occupancy requirement was determined by room counts and not sales.  He 

further stated that if room counts were used, a more accurate account of those visiting 

Driggs would be determined and it would be easy to track and audit the numbers.   He 

concluded by stating he did not agree requiring an increase of 10% sales within the city 

limits be tied to the ability to expand retail in their development, as they did not have any 

control over the other businesses in the city. 

 

Steve Fishburn spoke in a neutral position.  He stated he was an original investor in the 

development and was concerned with retail development that was occurring on the north 

end instead of on the south end as previously believed.  He was unsure if he was in favor 

or against the application.  He concluded by stating he made a major contribution to the 

community and have seen little growth or opportunity in the retail area. 

 

Anna Trentadue from VARD (Valley Advocates for Responsible Development) spoke.  

She questioned if the Council understood the ordinance and the impacts of the details.  

She stated they had an ethical responsibility to ensure the process had been transparent 

and all public comments had been addressed.  She believed there were positive aspects 

from the resort proposal, but felt there was “public sentiment” that the application was “a 
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done deal from the beginning.”  She suggested a third party mediator be used to ensure 

due diligence had taken place and the process had been done correctly.  She concluded by 

stating she felt the Mayor should recuse himself from the discussion of the application. 

 

Stephen Zollinger stated the Mayor was not required to recuse himself, as the process had 

not reached a point where he needed to do so and he was conducting the meeting in a 

manner in which he was required to do so.  He also stated that a letter received by VARD 

indicated Mike Stears of MD Nursery was involved with Huntsman Springs.  He wanted 

to clarify that Mr. Stears had no affiliation with Huntsman Springs at the present time and 

had not for at least one year.   

 

Mayor Johnson stated the speculation that Huntsman Springs had threatened a lawsuit 

against the city was erroneous and he was unaware of such an action.  He proceeded to 

close the Public hearing at 8:49pm. 

 

Council Member Mossman questioned if the request from VARD to continue the hearing 

at another time was valid.  Mr. Zollinger stated the request was in conjunction with 

requesting and receiving public records.  He stated VARD had ample time to review the 

documents and further felt the relevance of those documents were invalid to this hearing.  

He further stated that some information requested was protected by the attorney/client 

privilege and the City was not required to provide those documents.  He concluded by 

stating the public records request was conducted in the timeline required. 

 

Council Member Mossman questioned if the applicant felt a third party mediator was 

necessary.  Mr. Hoffpauir stated he would like the process to proceed as it had been and 

was in agreement with the ordinance and the staff recommendations as proposed. 

 

Ms. Koehler stated after receiving comments from Panorama International, she changed 

the occupancy requirement from 63 units to 60% occupancy. 

 

Discussion of the ordinance began.  Council Member Mossman requested “members and 

guests” be added to ensure that all within Huntsman Springs could use the amenities and 

space.  

 

The Council discussed the hospitality training center and determined the limit of 4,000 

square feet was not necessary.   

 

Council Member Mossman questioned if the city was able to tie the expansion of retail 

space within the plaza to the sales in downtown Driggs.  Mr. Zollinger felt it was an 

unfair mechanism for measuring the impact their business would have on downtown 

merchants.  He suggested the measures be tied to occupancy or vacancy of the hotel.   

 

Council Member Kaufman and Jones agreed and did not feel the businesses would be 

affected in a negative way by the retail in Huntsman Springs.   
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Council Member Mossman stated he read all comments that were presented to the 

Council and felt most were in favor of the resort. 

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to consider Ordinance 352-14 first read 

based on the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission and findings in 

the record, staff reports and additional public testimony and the conclusion that 10,000sf 

GFA of commercial in the Huntsman Springs Plaza, with appropriate standards and 

conditions, does conform to the Comprehensive plan, with the following changes: on 

page 15, strike second line of the table (“Dwellings restricted to occupation by persons 

employed within Huntsman Springs Resort”), page 24 change the references to square 

footage and be specific as to gross floor area or net floor area (Section 9-10C-3:C.1), 

eliminate “not to exceed 4,000sf” for the hospitality training center on 9-10C-3:C.1.d, 

include language staff presented on 9-10C-3:c.1.a  “Permitted uses are those that provide 

guest services to guests and members of the hotel and resort, including recreation 

facilities, event hosting and catering, and an excursion center, along with ancillary uses 

such as maintenance facilities,” and strike 9-10C-3:C2.d.iii.a on page 25.  Council 

Member Jones seconded the motion.   

Council Member Christensen suggested square footage could be reduced to 8,000 square 

feet to ease concerns from some citizens.  Council Member Jones felt the benefits of the 

requested space outweighed the concerns he has heard. 

The above motion passed with the majority in favor.  Council Member Christensen voted 

in opposition.   

The Council decided to schedule a Special Council Meeting for February 10, 2015 at 

7:30pm to conduct the second reading of Ordinance 352-15. 

 

PRESENTATION OF WAYFINDING SIGN DESIGN CONCEPTS 

Mayor Johnson informed the Council that no action was being requested.  However, Mr. 

Self was requesting comments and feedback within the week. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Mr. Self reviewed his staff report and gave the Council an update on the West Little 

project, stating value engineering was conducted with DePatCo.  A total possible savings 

of $76,000 was found.  The city engineers suggested employing a geotech firm to assist 

in determining possible unexpected conditions.  This addition would cost approximately 

$5,400. 

  

MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mr. Zollinger stated the Judicial Confirmation was approved for $4.3 million for the 

water facilities project and the city could now entertain bid proposals from governmental 

agencies for funding. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Council Member Jones made a motion to go into executive session at 10:49pm 

pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345 for legal reasons and property purchases.  Council 

Member Mossman seconded the motion.   A roll-call vote was taken: Council Member 

Jones, aye; Council Member Mossman, aye; Council Member Christensen, aye; Council 

Member Kaufman, aye.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Council came out of Executive Session at 11:09pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council Member Jones made a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Kaufman 

seconded the above motion.  The motion passed with all in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned at 11:09pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 

Kreslyn Schuehler, City Clerk    Mayor Hyrum Johnson 


