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 MINUTES OF THE CITY OF DRIGGS 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 5, 2015 

 

Pursuant to adjournment of the City Council meeting held April 21, 2015, and the call of 

the Mayor, the Driggs City Council met Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at 7:30 p.m.  A roll call 

was taken and present were Council Members: Ralph Mossman, August Christensen and 

Wade Kaufman; Mayor Hyrum Johnson, City Attorney Stephen Zollinger, Financial 

Officer Carol Lenz, Public Works Director Jared Gunderson, Economic Development 

Director Doug Self, Building and Grants Technician Annie Decker, and City Clerk 

Kreslyn Schuehler.  Council Member Mossman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the minutes from the City 

Council Meeting on April 21, 2015 with minor corrections.  Council Member Christensen 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the minutes from the City 

Council Meeting on April 28, 2015.  Council Member Kaufman seconded the motion.  

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

CLAIMS 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the claims as presented from 

April 22, 2015 through May 5, 2015.  Council Member Christensen seconded the motion.   

 

The Council reviewed the claims.  Carol Lenz, Financial Officer, requested an additional 

invoice be included for $200 to Seoul Restaurant for Arbor Day.  

 

Council Member Mossman amended the above motion to include $200 to Seoul 

Restaurant for Arbor Day.  Council Member Christensen seconded the motion. The 

motion passed with all in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF FY 2014 FINANCIAL AUDIT 

Council Member Christensen made a motion to accept the 2014 Fiscal Year Audit as 

presented.  Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all 

in favor. 

 

NUISANCE ORDINANCE #351-15 – DETERMINING HOW TO PROCEED 

WITH PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mayor Johnson reviewed the background of how the nuisance ordinance was developed.  

He further informed those in attendance about the manner in which comment would be 

received and requested all comments be directly related to the ordinance. 

 

Steve Kerbs spoke to the Council, stating he felt the ordinance was an “overreach of city 

officials and policies.”  He stated those living within the city bought oversized lots with 

the intent to store things like snowmobilies, campers, and other items.  He further stated, 
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“If people don’t like driving by our yards, they should drive down a different street.”  He 

suggested the city receive a certain amount of complaints from neighbors before 

enforcing on nuisances.   

 

Jim Hartshorn spoke briefly stating he had also submitted comments by email.  He felt a 

“good” ordinance could be developed and requested the criminal charge of a 

misdemeanor be removed.  He concluded by stating neighbors could volunteer to help 

clean up other properties instead of putting a financial burden on those that can’t afford 

clean up. 

 

Tyrel Johnson questioned if the city had received nuisance complaints and was concerned 

people would not be able to afford to clean up properties.  Mayor Johnson responded, 

stating complaints had been received in 2014.    

 

Aaron Little spoke in opposition and felt the current ordinance was sufficient.  He was 

concerned property owners would not be able to work on their cars under the proposed 

ordinance and did not feel the city had authority to “take away property rights.” 

 

Doug Self clarified information for the public and stated the proposed ordinance allowed 

as many vehicles on a property providing they were enclosed.  He further stated 

inoperable vehicles could be repaired in the open if a free permit was received from the 

city.   

 

Council Member Kaufman reminded those in attendance that the ordinance was still a 

work in progress and asked that all present kept an open mind about ways in which it 

could move forward.   

 

Val Casper was concerned with the “infringement on private property rights.”  He further 

stated it was “not the city’s responsibility to keep property values up.” 

 

Stephen Zollinger, City Attorney, informed the Council that to his knowledge there was 

nothing in the proposed ordinance that violated property rights.  He continued to state 

that while it may not be “politically acceptable” it was “all legally authorized.” 

 

Dan Rogers felt the proposed ordinance was “overreaching” and was more like a Home 

Owners Association.  He was specifically concerned with parking and structures for 

gardening and requested misdemeanors penalties be removed and replaced with fines.  

 

Froilan Perez Vasquez stated he was against the ordinance.  He further felt the city did 

not have a right to tell him what he was able to do or not do on his property and felt most 

people did what they were able to keep up on their property appearance. 

 

Stephanie Baker questioned how the ordinance was going to be enforced.  She was 

concerned it would make “people into criminals if they can’t afford to make the changes 

required.”  Mayor Johnson stated the intent was to educate the community and use 

enforcement as a last resort.  
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Joe Montiel stated most of his issued had already been discussed, but was concerned with 

the amount of time those that violate the ordinance would have to make corrections. 

 

Kathy Montiel questioned if the ordinance would affect the front and/or back yards of 

every home.  She further stated that the inside of her home was more important to her 

than the outside and concluded with concerns for those that were unable to afford to 

correct violations. 

 

Amber Peters stated she was opposed to the ordinance.  She wanted to live outside of city 

limits but found subdivisions were very restrictive.  She understood the Council had good 

intentions, but felt the ordinance was and “overreach” and asked the Council to better 

inform the community of the ideas and events being developed within the city.   

 

Ezra Peters questioned why the new ordinance was needed.  Council Member 

Christensen stated that when she was campaigning for Council Member, the number one 

concern was how the city could “be more tidy, residentially and commercially.”  Mr. 

Peters continued stating he did not want to see the “sterilization of Driggs” and felt the 

ordinance should be thrown out and the Council should begin from scratch. 

 

Chaeli Sullivan felt the tone of the ordinance was “a punishing one.”  She continued to 

state the city would be putting an undo financial burden on the people that could not 

afford to abide by the ordinance.  She felt the ordinance would “turn neighbor against 

neighbor” and that economic value was a matter of individual perspective.   

 

Eric Kay stated he was opposed to the ordinance as it was written.  He felt that 

communication was important to the citizens and the ordinance was “turning residents 

into self police.” 

 

Crista Pentz stated she fell in love with the way Driggs was and the mix of people the 

valley had to offer.  She felt the ordinance was not allowing people to be themselves and 

be creative. 

 

Randy Hall felt the Council should “let Driggs be Driggs” and did not understand what 

was wrong with the current ordinance.   

 

Blaine Dierksen questioned if there were people in favor of the ordinance.  Council 

Member Christensen stated several written comments had been received from people in 

favor of the proposed changes.  Mr. Dierksen concluded stating he felt the Council should 

“tweak” the old ordinance. 

 

Brian Pentz stated he was opposed to any additions or changes to the current ordinance.  

He concluded by stating he felt like the city was going in a bad direction and didn’t want 

to “have to defend [his] property.” 

 

Whitney Singh stated she was opposed to the ordinance.  She felt that people were 

moving into the valley and trying to change it.  She concluded by stating, “if you can’t 
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clean up the city property then you don’t have the right to do it to other people” and 

stated City Park needed a new fence, and graffiti and trash should be cleaned up. 

 

Jessie Kerbs was concerned with the eldery population that would not be able to take care 

of their properties.   

 

Council Member Mossman thanked those in attendance for coming and explained the 

intention of the Council was to get the community involved.  He continued by stating he 

did not like the ordinance as a whole, but felt it had some good ideas and concepts.  He 

further stated he wasn’t sure a legislative solution was the answer and suggested the 

Council rethink how to handle the problem which could include a beautification program, 

incentives or volunteer work from neighbors.   

 

Mayor Johnson suggested the Council table the ordinance and instruct staff to develop 

ideas based on the comments received.  Council Member Christensen stated a work group 

could be developed and suggested regulations be developed for commercial and 

residential properties.   

 

Council Member Kaufman stated he appreciated public comments and felt the goal of the 

ordinance was to make the community better for everyone. 

 

Mr. Self suggested the Council digest the comments and think about “out of the box” 

ideas that fit Driggs.  He further stated there was no urgency to act on the ordinance.  He 

stated an ordinance could either be developed to give more leeway to code enforcers or to 

be more specific so the community knows what a nuisance was or not.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to direct staff to pursue a working group to 

address city beautification and to table the ordinance indefinitely.  Council Member 

Kaufman seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

 

5311 FY15 GRANT AGREEMENT FOR TARGHEE SHUTTLE AND BUS 

STORAGE FACILITY 

Mr. Self requested a change of scope with ITD for the Targhee shuttle to be at the Old 

Ford Garage and not at the Public Works facility.  He further stated the bus storage 

facility was being removed from this agreement.  Grant money was approved to build a 

yard at the public works property but the city did not want to move forward with that 

location.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve and authorize the Mayor to 

execute the ITD Grant Agreement for FY15 Targhee Shuttle Service and Bus Storage 

Facility Project.  Council Member Kaufman seconded the motion.  A roll-call vote was 

taken: Council Member Mossman, aye; Council Member Christensen, aye; Council 

Member Kaufman, aye.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION 303-15 COMMUNITY CHOICES GRANT AGREEMENT FOR 

NORTH-SOUTH PATHWAY MISSING LINK 
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Mr. Self presented information stating the agreement was for the missing link between 

Club Moss and Johnson Avenue.  The funding included $15,000 for design and $35,000 

for construction with a local match of $5,000 which was included in the budget.   

 

Council Member Christensen made a motion to adopt Resolution 303-15, approving 

the agreement for the Federal Aid Hightway Project A018(971) and authorizing the 

Mayor to execute said agreement. Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.   

 

Council Member Kaufman stated that while he was in favor of pathways, he felt there 

were other projects with higher priority that should receive attention.   

 

The motion passed with a majority in favor.  Council Member Kaufman voted in 

opposition. 

 

ORDINANCE TO VACATE ALLEY WAY BETWEEN LOTS 19 AND 20, BLOCK 

4, DRIGGS MAIN STREET ANNEX 

Mr. Self stated the City Council had made a decision to grant the vacation in 1984.  Mr. 

Zollinger  stated the act of voting by the Council at that time made the vacation legal and 

there was no mechanism to undo it.  The present Council should correct the lack of 

paperwork and rectify the oversight.   

 

Council Member Christensen made a motion to approve Ordinance 357-15, vacating a 

portion of alley between lots 19 and 20, block 4, Driggs Main Street annex and authorize 

the Mayor to execute the deeds to transfer the properties to the adjacent land owners.   

Council Member Kaufman seconded the motion.  A roll-call vote was taken: Council 

Member Mossman, aye; Council Member Christensen, aye; Council Member Kaufman, 

aye.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  

REVIEW OF PRETREATMENT AND FATS, OILS AND GREASE ORDINANCE 

Council Member Mossman questioned how the volume of waste would aid in obtaining 

information in regards to the wastewater treatment plant.  Mr. Gunderson stated it would 

allow for a baseline to be obtained and would then help if and when the city determined 

fines should be issued.   

 

Council Member Kaufman felt the city was going in the right direction by trying to 

discuss the issues with business owners rather than immediately fining them when 

problems arose.   

 

Mr. Gunderson stated the Public Hearing would be noticed in the paper and he would 

visit with businesses as well to inform them of the proposed changes.   

 

STAFF REPORTS 
Mr. Gunderson requested the Council help with the planter beds on Little Avenue.  

Discussion began of starting a program to allow landscapers to adopt a bed.  Mayor 

Johnson requested the Council to assist with clean up while a program was established.   
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Council Member Kaufman made a motion to have a volunteer city clean-up day on June 

12, 2015 at 3pm.  Council Member Christensen seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

with all in favor. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Council Member Kaufman made a motion to go into executive session at 10:43pm 

pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345 for the purpose of discussing real estate.  Council 

Member Christensen seconded the motion.   A roll-call vote was taken: Council Member 

Mossman, aye; Council Member Christensen, aye; Council Member Kaufman, aye.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

The Council came out of Executive Session at 10:46pm. 

 

Council Member Christensen made a motion to direct staff to reject the offer received 

on real estate.  Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 

all in favor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council Member Kaufman made a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Mossman 

seconded the above motion.  The motion passed with all in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned at 10:47pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 

Kreslyn Schuehler, City Clerk    Mayor Hyrum Johnson 


