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MINUTES OF THE CITY OF DRIGGS 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 17, 2014 

 

Pursuant to adjournment of the City Council meeting held June 3, 2014, and the call of 

the Mayor, the Driggs City Council met Wednesday, June 17, 2014, at 7:15 p.m.  A roll 

call was taken and present were council members: Greer Jones, Ralph Mossman, August 

Christensen, Colin Dye, and Mayor Hyrum Johnson, Public Works Director Jared 

Gunderson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Ashley Koehler, Financial Officer  Carol 

Lenz, and City Clerk Kreslyn Schuehler.  Council Member Jones led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the minutes from the City Council 

Meeting on June 3, 2014.  Council Member Dye seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed with all in favor. 

 

CLAIMS 

The Council reviewed the claims presented.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the claims as presented from 

June 4, 2014 through June 17, 2014.  Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed with all in favor. 

 

CONSIDER PROPOSED WATER RIGHT SUBORDINATION AGREEMENT 

Mayor Hyrum Johnson explained to the Council the circumstances which led to this 

agreement, stating at one point, water at the spring was cut off.  This agreement would 

change the status of the City’s rights.  In exchange for not using shares of water in the 

canal, junior rights would be eliminated and the City would have precedence over the 

water at the spring.  Mayor Johnson concluded by stating the Water Rights Attorney, City 

Attorney and water consultants have reviewed and approved the agreement.   

 

Council Member Jones made a motion to approve the Water Right Subordination 

Agreement as presented.  Council Member Christensen seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed with all in favor. 

 

7:30PM PUBLIC HEARING & POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE #345-

14 FOR REZONE OF THE CALVARY CHAPEL PROPERTY FROM C-3 TO C-2 

AND A ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO PERMIT “SCHOOLS” AS A 

CONDITIONAL USE IN THE C-2 ZONE. 

Ashley Koehler presented information to the Council regarding the applications.  She 

received a request from Calvary Chapel to rezone their property to expand uses in order 

to construct a school and relocate their church.  At the present time, the zoning does not 

allow for schools.  She stated the requested was reviewed by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission and reviewed the public comment received.   
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Mayor Johnson opened the Public Hearing at 7:39pm.  There were no comments and the 

Public Hearing was closed at 7:40pm. 

 

Council Member Mossman questioned why the rezone would not be for C3 instead of 

C2.  Ms. Koehler stated it made more sense to rezone to C2 as to not have schools in an 

industrial zone. 

 

Council Member Christensen was concerned with the access off Highway 33.  She also 

was in favor of making a connection with the pathway and sidewalks in Valley Centre.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve Ordinance #345-14 subject to 

approval of the CUP (Conditional Use Permit) conditions and to waive the rules and read 

by title only.  Council Member Dye seconded the motion. A roll-call vote was taken: 

Council Member Christensen, aye; Council Member Jones, aye; Council Member Dye, 

aye; Council Member Mossman, aye.   

 

Mayor Johnson strongly encouraged the applicant to not have highway access or to share 

access if possible for safety reasons. 

 

The above motion passed with all in favor.  Council Member Mossman read Ordinance 

#345-14 by title only. 

 

CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FY2015 FUNDING SUPPORT FOR BUSINESS 

DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Brian McDermott, Executive Director of the Business Development Center, presented 

information to the Council.  He requested funding from the City in the amount of $10,000 

for Fiscal Year 2015.  He explained the operations and the future goals as well as the 

Vision and Action Plan. 

 

Council Member Mossman requested a budget and financial statements.  He also wanted 

to know the goal to raise money and what the funds would be used for. 

 

Roger Brink, Board President, also spoke to the Council and thanked them for their 

consideration. 

 

REVIEW NEW PHONE SYSTEM AND INTERNET AGREEMENT 

Mayor Johnson informed the Council that the office phone system needed to be replaced.  

Changes to the system should be completed within a short time and monthly charges with 

the new phone system would be lower.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the contract with Silver Star for 

the new phone system.  Council Member Jones seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

with all in favor. 

 

CONSIDER REQUEST FOR FUNDING SUPPORT FOR THE TETON 

GEOTOURISM CENTER 
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Dan Powers, President of the Teton Geotourism Center Board, spoke to the Council.  He 

presented copies of the budget and requested funding for operations.  He further stated 

the Board was trying hard to raise private funds and hoped to cover half of the expenses 

with those private funds obtained.  The Board would also be going to Teton County and 

the other cities along the Scenic Byway asking for contributions.   

 

Mr. Powers requested operating funds for the remainder of this fiscal year from August 1 

to September 30 and for fiscal year 2015.  He stated approximately $7,000 would need to 

be raised for the remainder of this fiscal year and requested the City of Driggs to 

contribute $5,000.  For fiscal year 2015, Mr. Powers requested $10,000.   

 

Council Member Dye offered a personal donation to the Geotourism Center if it would 

include a permanent exhibit based on the evolution of mountain snow machining in Teton 

Valley.  Mr. Powers stated at this time a change of that nature could not be considered.  

However, a temporary exhibit may be available in the future for such an exhibit.    

 

Guch Lombardi spoke to the Council as well, speaking of the benefits the City of Driggs 

would experience once the Geotourism Center was completed.   

 

CHANGE ORDER NO. 5 TETON GEOTOURISM CENTER 

Mayor Johnson stated a problem with the drainage had been discovered.  The parking lot 

to the north of the Geotourism Center was draining into the plaza.  A French drain would 

be installed to have the capacity to absorb the water.  This change would push the 

opening date for the plaza back by one week. 

 

Council Member Christensen made a motion to authorize execution of Change Order 

No. 5 for metal flashing and plaza drainage and allocation of additional funding in the 

amount of up to $25,000 for project expenses drawn from Resort Tax, to be matched 100 

percent with DURA funding.  Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed with the majority in favor.  Council Member Dye voted in opposition. 

 

PLAN ONE FEE ADJUSTMENT 

Mayor Johnson stated this item would be discussed at a future date if necessary. 

 

DRIGGS TRANSIT CENTER GRANT MATCH 

Mayor Johnson explained a commitment was needed in order to receive the grant for the 

Transit Center.  He stated the Council could authorize the grant match to hold the funds 

and then amend the agreement after the appraisals were received to allow an in-kind 

contribution of property to lower the cash match.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to authorize the Mayor to issue a Cash 

Match Commitment letter to the FTA for the required 20% of local matching funds for 

the Driggs Transit Center grant of $830,000.  Council Member Jones seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
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VALLEY CENTRE PATHWAY CONNECTION – HK CONSTRUCTION 

QUOTE 

Mayor Johnson explained a bid was received from HK Construction to extend the 

pathway into Valley Centre.   

 

Council Member Christensen made a motion to authorize the change order from HK 

Construction for the extension of the Valley Centre Pathway north not to exceed $11,000, 

including credit of $6,685.  Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed with all in favor. 

 

COSIDER PROPOSED CHANGES TO CITY PERSONNEL POLICY TO 

INCLUDE PROTECTION OF LGBT INDIVIDUALS 

Mayor Johnson stated the City Attorney had reviewed the changes and felt they were 

appropriate.   

 

Council Member Jones stated he did not have a problem with the changes but was 

concerned that it would leave the city open for issues when hiring employees.   Ms. Lenz 

explained that Idaho was an At-Will state and therefore the employee or employer could 

be released or release with or without reason.   

 

Council Member Mossman made a motion to approve the Personnel Policy as 

presented.  Council Member Christensen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 

all in favor. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

Jared reviewed the activities of the Public Works Department 

 

MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

Appointment to Parks Committee 

Council Member Dye made a motion to ratify the appointment of Vancie Turner to the 

Parks Committee.  Council Member Mossman seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

with all in favor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council Member Jones made a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Mossman 

seconded the above motion.  The motion passed with all in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned at 9:37pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 
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Kreslyn Schuehler, City Clerk    Mayor Hyrum Johnson 


